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This developmental framework incorporates elements from frameworks developed for several of the Go East exhibition projects, especially Jump to Japan, Hmong at Heart, and Japan and Nature.  For a short explanation of developmental frameworks, please consult the following web page:  http://www.selindaresearch.com/goeast.htm 

We hope you will use this document as a starting point for making a developmental framework that is appropriate to your needs.  Depending on what you are trying to accomplish, you may want to add, modify, or delete columns, or re-title or otherwise modify the rows.  We leave the last two columns up to you.

	Age Range
	Intellectual Abilities
	Social 

Abilities
	Understanding of Self
	Understanding of Own Community
	Understanding of Other Cultures
	Given what we know:  Goals
	Given what we know: Strategies

	3-5 years
	Constantly reading the environment—label objects frequently seen or used.  

Manipulative experiences important.

Love being read to and love to do their own “reading” in picture books.
	Aware of social interactions.

Have an interest in mimicking others, especially adults.

Most children in this age range are able to create fantasy play, and they are beginning cooperative play with others.


	Define themselves by their physical attributes (hair, skin, height), activities (play, games) and possessions (toys, collections).

Older children in this age range are becoming aware that they have individual similarities to and differences from other people.
	Understanding of their own community is at the fantasy stage, including fantasy role-playing of occupations.

Children recognize that some objects in exhibits about other cultures represent things familiar from their own lives, like cars, drums, fruit, and so forth.  They may play with these objects and settings as if they were part of their own, familiar world.


	Younger children in this range have an “egocentric or undifferentiated perspective,” where others are not considered to be different from self.  

Older children in this range may be aware that other cultural traditions and perspectives may be different from their own, and may have biases about these differences.
	
	


	Age Range
	Intellectual Abilities
	Social 

Abilities
	Understanding of Self
	Understanding of Own Community
	Understanding of Other Cultures
	Given what we know:  Goals
	Given what we know: Strategies

	5-7 years


	Shift in cognitive development leads to interest in cause and effect in the natural world.  Begin to understand the interconnections of things, but struggle to integrate this information into their daily lives.

Love to ask questions.  Want to know “why?” and “how?”  Like new ideas, but also cling to old.

Motivated by stimulating activities and interaction with objects.  Like to collect and sort.  
  

Enjoy process, especially a group process, more than product.  

  
	Understand appropriate and non-appropriate behavior based on their social system (a clear right and wrong).

Peer influence is becoming more important.


Pursue role-play and group play experiences.


	See themselves as center of the universe.

May still define themselves by their physical attributes (hair, skin, height), activities (play, games) and possessions (toys, collections).

Realize that humanity, gender, and individuality are permanent, but base this belief on physical and behavioral characteristics rather than something deeper.
	Well oriented in home, school, church, and neighborhood.  Community interests now include details about stores, police station, firehouse, and hospital.

Mostly interested in own home and neighborhood.

Often describe themselves in terms of their geographic connections or family configurations.
	Recognize differences in others’ perspectives, but also interested in knowing that others may have similar perspectives.  Can share what is common, and want to know why things may be different.

Interested in how others live as related to their own basic needs (food, shelter, daily activities).

Not aware of their own culturalness, so they will see other cultures as foreign, odd, or alien.

Some will seek explanations for the differences they see in other cultures.  With guidance, they may become more interested in seeing how these things work for others, and may question how it relates to their world.


	
	


	Age Range
	Intellectual Abilities
	Social 

Abilities
	Understanding of Self
	Understanding of Own Community
	Understanding of Other Cultures
	Given what we know:  Goals
	Given what we know: Strategies

	7-9 years


	Have a literal understanding of the world.  Want to make sense of and bring order to their world.

Able to follow complex directions and stories.

Able to read, write, and communicate clear messages.  

Interested in classification and seriation (e.g., rock collections and collectible cards).

Can learn about long ago and far away—but may have difficulty learning about both at the same time.


	Able to compare and contrast ideas and feelings.

Significantly influenced by older peers.

Interested in playing organized games with others.  Love group games.

Gravitate towards same gender activities.

Enjoy creating fantasy worlds, which have a structured storyline and narrative.
	Sexual, racial, and ethnic identities and group affiliations begin to emerge.

May connect their self-definition to favorite activities.

Create a sense of meaning of themselves based on stories they have created using information from a variety of sources.

Begin to give psychological reasons for their permanence as individuals (although these reasons may seem rather superficial to an adult).  
	Seek information about how others do the same thing.
	Aware of how others might view their thoughts and feelings.

Enjoy studying cultures other than their own.  Want to make sense of how other traditions and cultural styles are useful to them.  Interested in languages and communication styles of other peoples.

However, differences shown by other cultures can be a challenge, because they challenge their sense of competence.  

They begin to place differential value on differences they observe, and they are increasingly drawn to commonalities, both for security and ego gratification.


	
	


	Age Range
	Intellectual Abilities
	Social 

Abilities
	Understanding of Self
	Understanding of Own Community
	Understanding of Other Cultures
	Given what we know:  Goals
	Given what we know: Strategies

	10-12 years


	Interested in facts and correct information.

Compare new information to their reality and known facts.

Enjoy creating new theories based on facts.

Have increased ability for abstract intellectual pursuits.  

Their interest in rules and challenging rules makes board games, intellectual puzzles, brainteasers, and even tests into enjoyable and productive experiences.


	Able to sympathize and empathize with others’ feelings and emotions.

Look to others for mentor or hero figures.

Want to know that they can connect with the emotional experience of others, and how to have a relationship with others that is mutually satisfying. 

But, can also develop intolerance for others based on information reinforced by peers, family, 

and school environment.
	Bodies begin to change.  Begin to go through a “search for self.”  Begin to challenge all their assumptions about the world and in turn challenge many of the adult parameters they have previously accepted.

Work on integrating their identity with messages from their peers, their environment, and their parents.

Older children develop strong personal identities.  They are interested in how they, as unique individuals, can fit with other individuals and into the group.


	Begin seeing themselves as active, confident participants in their community and as valued individuals in society.

Interested in community service.
	Understand that there are different world views and can adjust their own view with new information.

Can begin to appreciate that they differ from others because they have different thoughts and feelings, not just different appearances and possessions.

Can understand that cultures are functional, with practices that serve a purpose.  Can be open to other cultures’ practices out of a belief that they serve some purpose.

Can develop a true interest in other groups, and a desire to figure out how other cultures use their practices to meet their needs.
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